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Borough  of  Saltash 


THE  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
for  the  year  1955 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
of  the  Corporation  of  the  Borough  of  Saltash. 

Your  Worship,  Miss  Fearnside  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
1955.  From  the  figures  available  to  me  it  appears  that  the  health  of 
the  community  in  South  East  Cornwall  was  up  to  the  average  of 
the  country  as  a  whole  during  the  year.  The  population  as  estimated 
in  June  1955  was  51,620  for  Health  Area  No.  7.  This  represents  a 
decrease  of  370  as  compared  with  1954,  The  bulk  of  this  fall  in 
population  occurred  in  St.  Germans  Rural  District  where  the 
decrease  was  360.  Minor  reductions  occurred  in  Liskeard  Rural 
District,  Saltash  Borough  and  Liskeard  Borough,  that  of  Torpoint 
was  unchanged,  and  Looe  Urban  District  showed  a  small  gain  of  40 
inhabitants.  Live  births  decreased  by  65  with  a  corresponding  fall  in 
birth  rate  from  15.5  per  1,000  in  1954  to  14.1  per  1,000  in  1955. 
This  is  below  the  national  hgure  of  15.0  per  1,000  for  live  births. 
There  was  a  small  decrease  in  the  number  of  still  births  and  in  the 
corresponding  rate.  The  total  number  of  deaths  showed  a  small 
reduction  of  17  over  the  1954  figure,  with  a  corresponding  slight 
reduction  in  the  death  rate  per  1,000  of  population  from  1 1 .4  in  1954 
to  11.2  per  1,000  in  1955.  This  latter  rate  is  slightly  below  the  rate 
of  11.7  per  1,000  for  England  and  Wales.  The  most  prevalent  cause 
of  death  was  again  heart  disease  with  cancer  occupying  second 
place.  Of  specihc  types  of  cancer,  that  affecting  the  stomach  was 
most  common,  followed  by  cancer  of  the  lung  and  the  windpipe 
which  showed  a  very  small  increase  over  the  figures  recorded  in 
1954.  Whilst  the  incidence  of  cancer  of  the  lung  and  windpipe  was 
lighter  in  this  Area  than  in  England  and  Wales,  that  of  other  cancers 
was  a  little  higher.  It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  report  that  for  the 
second  successive  year  no  maternal  deaths  occurred.  A  small  in¬ 
crease  in  the  total  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of 
age  brought  our  rate  per  1,000  live  births  slightly  above  that  for  the 
country  as  a  whole.  In  effect  for  every  40  infants  born  alive  during 


3 


1955,  one  died  before  reaching  its  first  birthday,  and  of  the  16 
infants  who  died  during  the  year  no  less  than  14  failed  to  survive  the 
first  four  hazardous  weeks  of  life. 

In  recent  years  much  attention  has  been  focussed  on  the 
increasing  toll  of  life  taken  by  cancer  affecting  the  lower  respiratory 
tract,  i.e.  the  windpipe  and  the  lungs.  Suspicion  has  fallen  on  many 
possible  causes,  of  which  tobacco  and  atmospheric  pollution  are 
most  often  written  and  spoken  of.  The  case  against  both  of  these  is 
far  from  being  conclusively  proved,  but  anyone  who  looks  calmly 
and  dispassionately  at  the  relationship  between  this  form  of  cancer 
and  prolonged  heavy  consumption  of  tobacco  in  the  form  of 
cigarettes,  must  admit  that  this  form  of  addiction  to  the  drug 
nicotine,  and  other  undesirable  and  toxic  constituents  of  tobacco 
smoke  is  at  best  gravely  suspect.  Against  the  condemnatory 
statistical  evidence,  may  be  set  the  difficulty  or  impossibility  of 
reproducing  under  experimental  conditions  any  cancers  by  the  use 
of  known  constituents  of  tobacco  smoke.  It  is  of  course  likely  that 
such  carcinogenic  agents  have  to  operate  over  a  prolonged  period 
—  several  years  perhaps  —  and  short-term  experiments  such  as  are 
now  being  carried  out  could  not  be  expected  to  yield  conclusive 
results.  Another  puzzling  feature  of  this  disease  is  the  very  much 
higher  incidence  in  males.  Thus  in  1955  in  England  and  Wales  the 
death  rate  for  males  was  just  over  six  times  that  of  females,  although 
it  is  thought  that  women  are  not  very  far  behind  men  in  their  con¬ 
sumption  of  cigarettes.  It  is  also  difficult  to  explain  why  cancer  of 
the  upper  respiratory  tract  has  not  increased  to  the  same  extent 
since  the  tongue,  tonsils  and  larynx  of  smokers  are  in  contact  with 
the  allegedly  noxious  substances  in  cigarette  smoke.  In  the  past  year 
or  two  more  attention  has  been  given  to  the  possible  role  of  atmos¬ 
pheric  pollution  in  the  causation  of  these  cancers.  If  one  thinks  of 
the  very  increasing  amount  of  exhaust  fumes  from  petrol  and  diesel 
engines  which  foul  the  air  in  towns  and  cities,  one  cannot  help  but 
be  suspicious  that  prolonged  and  continued  exposure  to  such  con¬ 
taminants  of  the  air  we  breathe  may  damage  the  human  respiratory 
mechanism.  Indeed  many  observers  believe  that  the  cause  lies  not 
so  much  in  one  agent  as  in  a  combination  of  harmful  agents  derived 
from  heavy  consumption  of  tobacco  in  cigarettes,  and  the  gross 
pollution  of  air  by  internal  combustion  engines,  industrial  processes 
and  domestic  chimneys.  Finally  it  is  worth  remembering  that 
whereas  we  may  not  be  able  to  deal  easily  or  quickly  with  air 
pollution,  the  decision  about  heavy  cigarette  smoking  is  one  which 
every  individual  can  take  for  himself  or  herself,  and  adolescents  and 
young  adults  should  at  least  be  warned  and  encouraged  to  take  care¬ 
ful  thought  before  they  become  addicted  to  this  expensive  and 
possibly  lethal  habit. 

It  is  pleasant  to  be  able  to  report  an  improvement  in  the  incid¬ 
ence  of  new  tuberculosis  cases  during  1955.  The  total  number  of 
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such  new  cases  notified  was  33  of  which  28  were  respiratory  and  5 
were  non-respiratory  infections.  This  is  the  lowest  total  of  new 
notifications  so  far  recorded,  and  is  a  reduction  of  6  on  the  total  for 
1954.  It  is  too  early  yet  to  form  any  reliable  views  on  the  reduction 
in  the  incidence  of  this  disease  which  has  occurred  in  the  past  two 
years  in  this  Area.  If  we  had  undertaken  some  specific  or  spectacular 
counter-measures  we  might  expect  the  good  results  already  evident 
to  continue,  but  I  do  not  know  of  any  such  measures,  and  am 
therefore  inclined  to  ascribe  the  good  results  achieved  to  factors  and 
influences  unknown  to  us  and  outside  our  control.  For  this  reason  it 
is  possible  that  the  improvement  of  the  past  two  years  may  not  be 
maintained.  It  is  also  likely  that  as  the  incidence  of  the  disease  is 
reduced  the  rate  of  reduction  will  slow  down  as  the  more  resistant 
hard  core  of  the  problem  is  approached.  It  is  of  course  possible  and 
indeed  probable,  that  some  of  the  improvement  is  due  to  the  pains¬ 
taking  and  unremitting  work  of  the  Chest  Physician,  Dr.  J.  C. 
Mellor,  and  the  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor,  Miss  S.  L.  Luxton, 
who  collaborate  closely  with  the  General  Practitioners,  and  the 
Health  Area  Office  in  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  tuberculosis, 
and  the  examination  and  surveillance  of  close  contacts.  The  fact 
that  the  admission  of  cases  to  Chest  Hospitals  can  now  be  secured 
without  delay  must  also  help  considerably  in  curtailing  the  spread 
of  infection  and  hastening  the  patients’  eventual  recovery.  Some 
time  prior  to  writing  this  the  Medical  Research  Council  published 
their  conclusions  on  the  efficacy  of  B.C.G.  vaccination  of  adolescent 
children  of  school-leaving  age.  From  this  it  appears  that  a  sub¬ 
stantial  degree  of  protection  against  tuberculosis  follows  B.C.G. 
vaccination  of  those  children  who  would  otherwise  have  been  at  risk 
of  contracting  the  disease.  It  is  also  well  to  recall  that  the  protection 
given  is  intended  to  deal  with  reasonable  risks  only,  and  does  not 
give  unlimited  licence  to  take  stupid  and  unreasonable  risks.  The 
scheme  for  offering  B.C.G.  vaccination  to  children  of  school-leaving 
age  in  this  Health  Area  commenced  in  1954,  and  up  to  the  present 
some  1,200  children  have  been  protected  in  this  way. 

The  incidence  of  general  infectious  disease  was  almost  the  same 
as  in  the  previous  year.  Although  the  total  number  of  cases  notified 
fell  very  slightly  from  706  in  1954  to  703  in  1955,  the  rate  per  1,000 
of  population  showed  a  very  slight  rise  from  13.58  to  13.62  per 
1,000.  The  most  prevalent  notifiable  disease  was  measles  of  which 
there  were  428  cases.  Notifications  of  pneumonia  showed  a  fairly 
sharp  rise  from  56  cases  in  1954  to  97  cases  in  1955.  Of  the  more 
serious  infectious  diseases  there  were  7  cases  of  paralytic  polio¬ 
myelitis,  the  largest  number  since  1950  when  10  cases  occurred.  With 
one  exception  all  were  mild  attacks,  and  none  had  a  fatal  outcome. 
One  case  in  an  adult  woman  was  of  moderate  severity,  with  paralysis 
of  upper  and  lower  limbs.  The  number  of  cases  of  food  poisoning 
notified  —  8  in  all  —  was  small,  but  unfortunately  one  infection  by 
the  most  common  food  poisoning  organism,  in  a  woman  of  72, 
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proved  fatal.  All  efforts  to  trace  the  precise  source  of  this  severe 
infection  failed,  although  it  was  thought  that  rodents,  which  were 
reported  to  be  prevalent,  may  have  contaminated  the  food  eaten  by 
this  one  old  person. 

The  rate  of  building  of  new  houses  by  the  District  Councils 
slackened  considerably  during  the  year.  This  was  due  mainly  to 
some  reduction  in  the  demand  particularly  in  rural  areas,  and  partly 
because  of  impending  reductions  or  abolition  of  the  subsidy  on 
Council  houses.  This  latter  provision  does  not  apply  to  houses  built 
to  replace  those  dealt  with  under  slum  clearance  schemes.  In  an 
Area  in  which  60%  of  the  population  live  in  rural  districts  no  great 
concentrations  of  slum  dwellings  exist,  and  in  many  instances  old, 
unfit  houses  can  be  most  expeditiously  dealt  with  as  individual  unfit 
dwellings  under  the  provisions  of  the  Housing  Act  1936.  Neverthe¬ 
less  in  three  Urban  areas  those  at  Saltash,  Torpoint  and  Liskeard 
the  procedure  laid  down  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  in  December  1954  would  be  more  appropriately  used. 
A  start  on  these  lines  has  in  fact  been  made  in  Saltash  and  Torpoint, 
and  I  hope  that  similar  action  will  soon  follow  at  Liskeard  where  a 
fair  number  of  old  sub-standard  houses  exist. 

In  the  sphere  of  water  supply  it  was  encouraging  to  find  a  start 
being  made  on  the  intake  works,  and  main  of  the  Liskeard  and 
District  Water  Board.  When  completed  this  will  enable  up  to  two 
million  gallons  of  water  to  be  extracted  from  the  river  Fowey  at 
Trekieve  Steps  daily  whence  it  will  pass  to  the  Board's  treatment 
plant  and  storage  reservoirs  at  St.  Cleer.  When  this  work  is  com¬ 
pleted  there  will  be  an  ample  supply  of  pure,  treated  water  available 
for  distribution  throughout  the  Liskeard  Rural  District  to  replace 
the  present  unsatisfactory  and  inadequate  local  supplies.  I  hope  it 
will  not  be  too  long  before  we  see  the  spread  of  distribution  mains 
in  this,  the  second  largest  Rural  District  in  extent  in  Cornwall. 

Most  of  the  Health  Area  is  very  badly  served  in  respect  of 
arrangements  for  sewage  disposal,  and  I  regret  to  say  that  during 
1955  very  little  progress  was  made  in  this  matter.  The  principal 
reason  for  this  lack  of  progress  is  the  reluctance  of  the  Central 
Government  to  permit  capital  expenditure  on  work  of  this  sort,  and 
there  appears  to  be  little  that  can  be  done  at  present  to  modify  or 
change  this  policy.  When  in  the  19th  century  the  first  efforts  to  pro¬ 
vide  an  effective  means  of  sewage  disposal  were  made,  the  necessity 
was  based  almost  wholly  on  the  need  to  prevent  or  reduce  the 
appallingly  high  number  of  deaths,  many  of  which  were  caused  by 
primitive  arrangements.  Now  it  is  less  easy  to  invoke  such  reasons 
since  outbreaks  of  serious  disease  and  fatalities  are  uneommonly 
associated  with  inadequate  treatment  and  disposal  of  sewage.  On 
the  other  hand  the  general  sense  of  disgust  and  loss  of  amenity  and 
deceney  which  the  indiscriminate  disposal  of  human  waste  gives 
rise  to  is  still  with  us,  and  indeed  this  aspect  of  the  problem  has  been 
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thrown  into  sharper  relief,  by  the  general  increase  in  living  stand¬ 
ards,  and  values,  and  by  the  inevitable  contrasts  which  exist  between 
districts  in  which  proper  arrangements  have  been  made  and  those  in 
which  they  are  primitive  and  unsatisfactory.  In  my  view  the 
necessity  for  proper  means  of  sewage  disposal  should  be  assessed 
largely  on  the  question  of  public  decency  and  amenity,  and  less  on 
its  potential  threat  to  health.  Crude,  untreated  sewage  polluting 
lands  and  watercourses  may  not  always  menace  health,  but  it  is 
always  a  disgusting  unpleasant  anachronism. 

The  welfare  of  old  persons  and  particularly  of  those  living  in 
rural  areas  caused  a  certain  amount  of  concern  during  the  year. 
Fortunately  it  was  possible  in  all  cases  with  one  exception  to  make 
satisfactory  arrangements  for  the  old  persons  to  be  cared  for.  In  one 
case,  involving  an  old  lady  of  87  years  who  was  suffering  from  grave 
chronic  disease,  and  was  living  alone,  it  was  necessary  to  take 
emergency  action  under  the  National  Assistance  (Amendment)  Act 
1951.  Some  four  weeks  after  her  removal  to  hospital  the  old  person 
died.  Pressure  on  accommodation  in  hospitals  for  chronic  sick  con¬ 
tinues  at  a  high  level,  and  it  is  generally  not  at  all  easy  to  find  a  bed 
for  old  persons.  In  previous  years  I  have  observed  on  the  reluctance 
of  close  relatives  to  assume  any  responsibility  for  the  care  of  elderly 
people.  Whilst  much  of  this  reluctance  springs  from  a  general 
loosening  of  family  ties  which  accompanies  modern  civilisation, 
together  with  a  lessening  of  responsibility  which  our  Welfare  State 
seems  to  engender,  the  older  generation  must  accept  some  of  the 
blame  for  the  deplorable  position  in  which  they  find  themselves.  For 
many  of  them  old  age  unfortunately  does  not  bring  a  serene  and 
balanced  attitude  to  life.  They  are  unable  or  unwilling  to  adjust 
themselves  to  the  changing  circumstances  and  pattern  of  life  about 
them,  and  they  continue  to  regard  their  grown-up  sons  and 
daughters  as  irresponsible  children.  Little  wonder  then  that  many 
otherwise  decent  and  responsible  younger  members  of  our  society 
find  it  difficult  or  impossible  to  have  old  relatives  living  with  them. 
Whilst  I  deplore  the  modem  tendency  to  relegate  one’s  old  folk  to 
the  State  owned  or  aided  home  or  institution,  it  is  well  to  recognise 
that  in  some  cases  that  is  for  all  parties  concerned  the  best  and 
happiest  solution. 

In  concluding  this  general  preface  to  my  reports  I  should  once 
again  like  to  express  to  the  Members  and  Officers  of  the  six  Districts’ 
Councils  I  serve  my  sincere  gratitude  for  the  help  and  co-operation 
they  have  given  me  during  the  year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  Worship,  Miss  Fearnside  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

P.  J.  FOX, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STAFF 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
P.  J.  FOX, 

M.B.,  B.CH.,  B.A.O.,  D.P.H. 

Sanitary  Inspector  : 
J.  MARTIN, 

C.S.I.B.,  M.S.I.A.,  M.R.l.P.H.H. 

Clerk  : 

P.  M.  WHELL  (Mrs.) 

Rodent  Operative  : 
T.  M.  KELLY. 


Section  A. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
OF  THE  AREA 


Area  of  the  Borough  (in  acres)  ... 

Registrar-General's  Estimate  of  Resident 
Population 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1955). 
Rateable  Value  (end  of  1955) 

Sum  Represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  (1955)... 


6,257 

7,460 

2,308 

£56,248 

£228.  9s.  4.3375d. 


Vital  Statistics  for  1955. 

Male  Female  Total 


Live  Births 

51  56 

107 

Saltash  M.B.  Health  Area  No.  7 

England  &  Wales 

Birth  rate  per 

1,000  of  population 

14.9 

14.1 

15.0 

Male  Female 

Total 

Still  Births 

2  1 

3 

Saltash  M.B.  Health  Area  No.  7 

England  &  Wales 

Still  birth  rate  per 
1,000  total  births... 

27.3 

21.5 

23.1 

Male  Female 

Total 

Deaths 

51  46 

97 

Saltash  M.B.  Health  Area  No.  7 

England  &  Wales 

Death  rate  per 

1,000  of  population 

10.1 

11.2 

11.7 

Maternal  deaths  ... 

None  registered. 

Male  Female 

Total 

Deaths  of  infants 
under  1  year  of  age 

—  1 

1 

Saltash  M.B.  Health  Area  No.  7 

England  &  Wales 

Infant  mortality  rate 
per  1,000  live  births 

9.3 

25.2 

24.9 

Principal  Causes  of  Death  at  All  Ages. 


Heart  disease  ... 

Cancer  (all  sites) 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system  (“stroke") 
Respiratory  disease 
Circulatory  disease 
Genito-urinary  disease  ... 

Accidents 


32 

20 

15 

8 

4 

4 

3 


Average  Age  at  Death 


Males 

70 


Females 

72 


There  is  a  small  excess  of  live  births  over  deaths.  Heart  disease 
remains  the  most  prevalent  cause  of  death,  whilst  deaths  from 
cancer  show  some  increase  over  the  1954  figure.  For  the  second  year 
in  succession  there  were  no  maternal  deaths,  and  the  infant 
mortality  rate  was  well  below  that  for  England  and  Wales.  Just  over 
50%  of  those  who  died  during  1955,  were  75  years  or  more  at  the 
time  of  death. 
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Section  B. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA 

1 .  Particulars  of  the  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority  : 

These  particulars  are  incorporated  at  the  beginning  of  the 
Report. 

There  was  no  change  of  staff  during  the  year. 

2.  Committees  : 

The  following  Committees  are  concerned  with  matters  of  Public 
Health  : — 

Housing  Committee, 

Public  Health  and  Highways  Committee. 

3.  National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  Section  47  : 

This  section  relates  to  the  removal  to  suitable  premises  of 
persons  who 

(a)  are  suffering  from  grave  chronic  disease,  or  being  aged, 
infirm  or  physically  incapacitated  are  living  in  insanitary 
conditions  ;  and 

(b)  are  unable  to  devote  to  themselves  and  are  not  receiving 
from  other  persons  proper  care  or  attention. 

No  action  under  this  section  was  called  for  during  the  year. 

4.  National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  Section  50  : 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  Local  Authority  under  this  section  to  bury 
the  body  of  any  person  who  has  died  or  been  found  dead  in  the 
area  in  cases  where  it  appears  that  no  suitable  arrangements  for  the 
disposal  of  the  body  have  been  or  are  being  made. 

No  burials  were  carried  out  under  this  section  during  the  year. 


Section  C. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

(Note:  The  Borough  Surveyor  —  Mr.  A.  de  Barr,  A.M.I.C.E., 
M.I.Mun.E.,  has  kindly  supplied  certain  information 
contained  in  this  section.) 

1.  Water  : 

(a)  Quality  : 

Water  continues  to  be  supplied  from  two  main  sources  —  the 
Plymouth  Corporation’s  Waterworks,  Burrator,  and  the  South  East 
Cornwall  Water  Board's  Works,  Kit  Hill.  The  quality  of  water 
received  from  both  these  sources  is  highly  satisfactory. 

Samples  of  water  were  taken  regularly  from  both  supplies  and 
were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination.  During  the  year  a 
total  of  18  such  samples  was  obtained.  The  reports  on  16  of  the 
samples  were  as  follows  : — 

“  Probable  number  of  coliform  bacilli,  MacConkey  2  days 
37°  C.  —  nil  per  100  ml. 

Highly  satisfactory  —  Class  1 .  ” 

In  the  case  of  the  remaining  two  samples,  examination  showed 
that  the  probable  number  of  coliform  bacilli  per  100  ml.  was,  in  the 
first  sample  —  2,  and  in  the  second  sample  —  300.  The  report  on 
the  latter  sample  also  revealed  the  existence  of  coliform  organisms 
of  the  faecal  type. 

In  certain  outlying  areas  of  the  Borough,  notably  the  Trematon 
and  Trehan  areas,  the  inhabitants  still  have  to  obtain  their  water 
supplies  from  shallow  wells.  During  the  year  13  samples  were 
obtained  from  these  wells  and  submitted  for  bacteriological  examin¬ 
ation.  In  every  case,  examination  revealed  the  presence  of  coliform 
bacilli,  which  ranged  in  number  from  2  to  1,600  per  100  ml.  In  11 
cases  coliform  organisms  of  the  faecal  type  were  detected. 

Water  from  two  communal  wells,  at  Voss  Road  and  Elm  Gate 
is  chlorinated  by  the  Council  and  stored  in  100  gallon  tanks  ready 
for  use.  Eleven  samples  were  taken  from  these  tanks  and  submitted 
for  bacteriological  examination.  The  reports  on  eight  of  these 
samples  were  as  follows  : — 

''  Probable  number  of  coliform  bacilli,  MacConkey  2  days, 
37°  C.  —  nil  per  100  ml. 

Equivalent  in  standard  to  a  Class  1  piped  supply  and 
therefore  very  satisfactory.” 

In  the  case  of  the  three  other  samples,  examination  showed  that 
the  probable  number  of  coliform  bacilli  per  100  ml.  ranged  from  4 
to  1,800.  In  all  three  cases  coliform  organisms  of  the  faecal  type 
were  detected.  These  unsatisfactory  samples  were  taken  during 
temporary  breakdowns  in  the  chlorination  arrangements. 
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It  is  sincerely  hoped  that  the  proposed  scheme  to  provide  the 
outlying  areas  of  the  Borough  with  a  main  piped  supply  will  be  put 
in  hand  without  delay. 

(b)  Quantity  : 

There  has  been  an  ample  quantity  of  water  available  for  all 
purposes  from  both  main  sources.  During  the  year  97,174,000 
gallons  were  supplied  by  Plymouth  Corporation,  and  8,598,000 
gallons  by  the  South  East  Cornwall  Water  Board. 

For  a  short  period  during  the  summer  drought  a  restriction  was 
imposed  on  the  use  of  hoses  for  watering  gardens  and  washing  cars. 

Many  of  the  wells  in  the  outlying  areas  of  the  Borough  ran  dry 
during  the  summer.  From  July  to  December  an  emergency  supply 
was  maintained  by  delivering  water  by  carrier  to  the  affected  areas. 

(c)  Plumbo-Solvency  : 

The  total  hardness  of  water  supplied  is  : — 

(i)  Plymouth  Corporation  —  1  p.p.h.t. 

(ii)  South  East  Cornwall 

Water  Board  —  3  p.p.h.t. 

Water  from  both  sources  has  little  or  no  action  on  lead.  No 
cases  of  lead  poisoning  were  reported. 

(d)  Proportion  of  Population  supplied  from  Public  Water  Mains  : 

The  proportion  of  the  population  supplied  from  public  water 
mains  direct  to  dwelling-houses  is  approximately  95%.  The  propor¬ 
tion  supplied  by  means  of  stand-pipes  is  negligible. 

2.  Drainage  and  Sewerage  : 

No  major  alterations  in  the  sewerage  system  were  made  during 
the  year  under  review.  There  are  four  main  discharge  points  for 
sewage  into  the  river  Tamar.  One  discharges  an  effluent  from  the 
Salt  Mill  Disposal  Works,  the  other  three  discharge  crude,  untreated 
sewage  directly  into  the  river.  There  is  still  no  scheme  prepared  for 
the  proper  treatment  of  sewage  flowing  from  all  discharge  points. 

3.  Closet  Accommodation  : 

The  position  remains  substantially  the  same.  The  provision  of 
water  closets,  and  of  water  carriage  systems  of  drainage  in  certain 
outlying  areas  will  not  be  possible  until  a  mains  water  supply  is 
available.  No  cases  of  conversion  are  known  during  the  year  under 
review. 
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4.  Public  Cleansing  : 

(a)  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal : 

One  lorry,  with  a  crew  of  four,  is  normally  employed  in  the 
collection  of  refuse.  During  holiday  periods  an  additional  lorry  is 
employed. 

The  frequency  of  collection  is  once  fortnightly  in  the  outlying 
areas,  once  weekly  in  the  central  area,  and  twice  weekly  in  the  case 
of  food  shops. 

Refuse  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  at  the  Salt  Mill  Tip. 
All  organic  matter  is  properly  covered  and  sealed.  Regular  measures 
are  taken  for  the  extermination  of  rodents,  and  during  hot  weather 
the  tip  is  treated  with  an  approved  dressing  to  secure  the  elimina¬ 
tion  of  flies  and  other  insect  pests. 

(b)  Street  Cleansing  : 

Four  men  with  orderly  barrows  are  regularly  employed  in  street 
sweeping.  The  frequency  varies  between  twice  daily,  and  once 
weekly  according  to  the  type  of  street. 

A  privately  operated  vacuum  exhauster  was  used  during  the 
year  for  the  emptying  and  cleansing  of  street  gullies.  In  the  past  this 
v/ork  has  been  carried  out  by  hand.  The  mechanical  method  proved 
to  be  both  efflcient  and  economical. 

(c)  Cesspool  Emptying  : 

t 

When  required,  a  cesspool  emptying  vehicle  is  hired  from  a 
neighbouring  authority. 

5.  Public  conveniences  : 

Male  and  female  public  conveniences  are  provided  at  : — 

Alexandra  Square, 

Burraton  Sports  Field, 

Ferry  Waiting  Room, 

Longstone  Park, 

St.  Stephen’s  Church,  and 
Warfelton  Sports  Field. 


6.  Salvage  : 

The  collection  and  recovery  of  paper,  textiles  and  metals 
continued  during  the  year.  Receipts  from  the  sale  of  these  materials 
amounted  to  £518. 

7.  Public  Health  Inspection  of  the  Area  : 

The  inspection  of  all  districts  of  the  Borough  is  regularly 
carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  The  following  visits  and 
inspections  were  made  by  him  in  connection  with  : 
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No. 

Individual  unfit  Houses  ...  ...  131 

Houses  in  proposed  Clearance  Areas  ...  226 

Council  House  Management  ...  ...  198 

Insect  Infestations  ...  ...  ...  5 

Drains  and  Sewers  ...  ...  ...  52 

Sewage  Disposal  Plant  ...  ...  5 

Rodent  Control  ...  ...  ...  4 

Food  Premises  ...  ...  ...  83 

Milk  Distributors  ...  ...  ...  30 

The  Slaughterhouse  ...  ...  ...  127 

Food  Complaints  ...  ...  ...  2 

Shops  (Shops  Act,  1950)  ...  ...  44 

Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Outworkers  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Infectious  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  3 

Piggeries  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Places  of  Entertainment  ...  ...  1 

Public  Conveniences  ...  ...  ...  2 

Moveable  Dwellings  ...  ...  ...  16 

Water  Supply  ...  ...  ...  50 

Pet  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Aged  Persons  ...  ...  ...  7 

Smoke  Nuisances  ...  ...  ...  2 

General  Nuisances  ...  ...  ...  9 

Offensive  Accumulations  ...  ...  3 


1,027 

Other  Visits  (unclassified)  ...  ...  53 


1,080 


8.  Factories  Act,  1937  ; 

Co-operation  has  been  maintained  with  H.M.  Inspector  of 
Factories  in  the  exercise  of  the  provisions  of  this  Act. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  factories  in  the 
Borough,  details  of  inspections  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
the  number  of  defects  found. 
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(i)  Inspections. 


M/c. 

Line 

Premises  No. 

(2) 


(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 
Authorities  ... 

1 

6 

5 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not 
included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 

2 

18 

17 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 
(excluding  out¬ 
workers’  premises)  ... 

3 

Total 

24 

22 

1 

Nil 

Number  of 

Number - 

on  Written  Occupiers 

Register  Inspections  Notices  Prosecuted 
(3)  (4)  (5)  (6) 


(ii)  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  Found. 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 

Number  of 

were 

found 

cases 

Referred 

in  which 

M/c. 

prosecutions 

Particulars 

line 

ToH.M. 

By  H.M 

were 

No. 

Found 

Remedied 

Inspector 

Inspector  instituted 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l). 

4 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 
Unreasonable 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- - - 

temperature  (S.3) 
Inadequate  ventilation 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(S.4)  ...  . 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(S.7)  — 

8 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

• — • 

defective 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

11 

sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the 

Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
Outwork) 

12 

6 

6 

_ 

Total 

7 

Nil 

6 

Nil 

Nil 
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The  accompanying  table  gives  details  of  outworkers  employed 
in  the  Borough. 


Section  110 

Section  1 1 1 

Nature  of 
work 

M/c. 

line 

No. 

No.  of  No.  of 
out-  cases  of 

workers  default 
in  August  in 

list  sending 

required  lists  to 
by  Sect.  the 

110(l)(c)  Council 

No.  of 
prosecu¬ 
tions  for 
failure 
to 

supply 

lists 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work 
in 

unwhole¬ 

some 

Premises 

Notices 

served 

Prosecu¬ 

tions 

(1) 

(2) 

(3)  (4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

Wearing  Apparel 
Making,  etc. 

13 

2  — 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

9,  Shops  Act,  1950  : 

44  routine  inspections  of  shops  were  made  under  this  Act  during 
the  year.  Three  contraventions  were  discovered.  Two  were  remedied 
after  informal  action,  and  the  third  after  the  service  of  a  statutory 
notice.  One  application  was  received  for  a  certificate  of  exemption 
under  section  38  (4).  The  certificate  was  subsequently  granted. 

10.  Pet  Animals  Act,  1951  : 

This  Act  requires  all  shops  selling  pet  animals  to  be  licensed  by 
the  Local  Authority.  One  application  was  received  during  the  year. 
The  licence  was  subsequently  granted. 


11.  In  sect  Control  : 

Premises  found  to  be  infested  with  bugs,  fleas  or  other  domestic 
pests  continue  to  be  disinfested  by  the  Council  free  of  charge. 


12.  Rodent  Control  ; 

The  control  of  rodents  has  been  carried  out  on  the  lines  laid 
down  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  inspections  and  treatments 
made  during  the  period  1st  April,  1955,  to  31st  March,  1956. 
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Type  of  Property 

N  on- Agricultural 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

Dwelling 

All  Other 

Local 

Houses 

(including 

Total  of 

Agricultural 

Authority 

(inc.  Council 

Business 

Cols.  (1), 

Houses) 

Premises) 

(2)  &  (3) 

I. 

Number  of  properties 
in  Local  Authority’s 

District  (Notes  1  and 
2)  . 

13 

2,318 

281 

2,612 

76 

11. 

Number  of  properties 
inspected  as  a  result 
of  : 

(a)  Notification 

(b)  Survey  under  the 

Nil 

34 

1 

35 

265 

2 

74 

Act 

6 

215 

44 

(c)  Otherwise 

(e.g.,  when  visited 
primarily  for 
some  other 
purpose) 

Nil 

270 

83 

353 

Nil 

III. 

Total  inspections 
carried  out —  includ- 

ing  re-inspections  . . . 

Not  available 

—  ' 

IV. 

Number  of  properties 
inspected  (in  Sect.  II) 
which  were  found  to 

be  infested  by  ; 

(a)  Rats  [Major 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

\  Minor  ... 

6 

59 

4 

69 

27 

(b)  Mice  /Major  ... 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

/Minor  ... 

Nil 

56 

8 

64 

6 

V. 

Number  of  infested 
properties  (in  Sect. 
IV)  treated  by  the 
L.A.  . 

6 

115 

12 

133 

33 

VI. 

Total  treatments 
carried  out  —  includ- 

ing  re-treatments  ... 

Not  available 
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Section  D. 


HOUSING 

1.  Houses  Demolished  : 


Houses 

Demolished 

Displaced 
during  year 

Unfit  Others 

Persons  Families 

In  Clearance  Areas. 

(Housing  Act,  1936  and  Housing 
Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954) 

(1)  Land  coloured  pink  and  pink 

hatched  yellow  . 

(2)  Land  coloured  grey 

—  — 

—  — 

Not  in  Clearance  Areas. 

(3)  As  a  result  of  formal  or  informal 
procedure  under  Section  11,  Hous¬ 
ing  Act,  1936 

1 

4  1 

2.  Unfit  Houses  Closed  : 

Number 

Displaced  during  year 
Persons  Families 

(4)  Under  Section  11,  Housing  Act, 
1936  and  Sections  10  (1)  and  11 
(2)  Local  Govt.  (Misc.  Prov.)  Act, 
1953  . 

2 

6  2 

(5)  Under  Sections  3  (1)  and  3  (2) 
Housing  Act,  1949 

— 

—  - — • 

(6)  Parts  of  buildings  closed  under 
Section  12,  Housing  Act,  1936  ... 

— 

—  — 

3.  Unfit  Houses  Made  Fit  and 
Remedied  : 

Houses  in  which  Defects  were 

By  Owner 

By  Local  Authority 

(7)  After  informal  action  by  local 
authority  ... 

(8)  After  formal  notice  under 

(a)  Public  Health  Acts 

(b)  Housing  Act,  1936  ... 

(9)  Under  Section  5,  Housing  Repairs 

and  Rents  Act,  1954  . 

27 

2 

— 

19 


4. 


Unfit  Houses  in  Temporary  Use  (Housing  Repairs  8C  Rents 
Act,  1954)  : 


Number  of 

Number  of 
separate  dwellings 

houses 

contained  in  colunm  (1) 

(1) 

(2) 

(10)  Retained  for  temporary 
accommodation 

(a)  under  Section  2  ...  ...  — 

( blunder  Section  3  ...  ...  — 

— 

(c)  under  Section  4  ...  ...  — 

— 

(11)  Licensed  for  temporary  occupa¬ 
tion  under  Section  6  ...  ...  — 

5.  Purchase  of  Houses  by  Agreement  : 

Number  of 

Number  of  occupants 

houses 

of  houses  in  column  (1) 

(12)  Houses  in  Clearance  areas  other 
than  those  included  in  confirmed 
Clearance  Orders  or  Compulsory 
Purchase  Orders,  purchased  in  the 

(1) 

(2) 

year 

■ 

6.  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954,  Section  1  : 

This  section  required  every  Local  Authority  to  submit  to  the 
Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government,  by  the  30th  August, 
proposals  for  dealing  with  unfit  houses  in  their  areas.  The  proposals 
had  to  be  submitted  in  the  specified  form,  and  had  to  include  details 
concerning  the  number  of  houses  found  to  be  unfit  and  suitable  for 
demolition,  either  as  individual  unfit  houses  or  in  clearance  areas, 
and  the  period  considered  necessary  for  securing  the  demolition  of 
these  houses. 

In  order  that  accurate  information  on  these  points  might  be 
available,  it  was  found  necessary  to  undertake  a  detailed  survey  of 
all  the  older  properties  within  the  Borough.  This  survey  was  com¬ 
menced  in  November,  1954,  and  completed  by  the  middle  of  the 
year  under  review. 
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The  results  of  the  survey  were  as  follows  : — 

Total  number  of  dwellings  inspected  ...  ...  198 

Number  of  dwellings  found  to  be  unht  and  suitable 

for  inclusion  in  clearance  areas  ...  ...  112 

Number  of  dwellings  found  to  be  unht  and  suitable 

for  individual  demolition  ...  ...  ...  23 

Number  of  dwellings  found  to  be  unht  and  suitable 

for  closure  for  habitation  purposes  ...  ...  4 

Total  number  of  dwellings  found  to  be  unht  for 

human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  139 

The  form  of  proposals  submitted  to  the  Minister  was  as 
follows  : — 

Part  1.  The  total  problem. 

(i)  Estimated  number  of  houses  unht  for  human  habita¬ 
tion  within  the  meaning  of  section  9  of  the  Housing 
Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954,  and  suitable  for  action 
under  section  1 1  or  section  25  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  135 

(ii)  Period  in  years  which  the  Council  think  necessary 

for  securing  the  demolition  of  all  the  houses  in  (i) ...  5 


Part  2.  Orders  already  made,  etc. 

(iii)  Number  of  houses  in  (i)  in  clearance  areas  and 
already  covered  by  operative  clearance  or  compuls¬ 
ory  purchase  orders  or  owned  by  the  local  authority.  None 

(iv)  Number  of  houses  which  are  already  in  clearance 
areas  and  for  which  clearance  or  compulsory  pur¬ 
chase  orders  have  been  submitted  to  the  Minister 

but  have  not  yet  become  operative  ...  ...  None 

Part  3.  Action  in  the  first  five  years. 

(v)  Number  of  houses  which  are  already  in  clearance 
areas  and  for  which  clearance  or  compulsory 
purchase  orders  are  to  be  made  or  which  are  to  be 
purchased  by  agreement  within  the  five  years  ...  None 

(vi)  Number  of  houses  which  are  to  be  included  in  clear¬ 
ance  areas  still  to  be  declared  and  which  within  the 
five  years  will  be  owned  by  the  local  authority  or 
will  have  been  included  in  a  clearance  order  or 
a  compulsory  purchase  order  submitted  to  the 
Minister  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  112 
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(vii)  Number  of  houses  under  (iii),  (iv),  (v)  and  (vi) 
to  be  patched  (if  necessary)  and  retained  within  the 
five  years  under  section  2  of  the  Housing  Repairs 
and  Rents  Act,  1954,  for  temporary  accommodation.  None 

(viii)  Number  of  houses  under  (iii),  (iv),  (v)  and  (vi) 

to  be  demolished  in  the  five  years  ...  ...  112 

(ix)  Number  of  houses  (including  those  already 
comprised  in  operative  demolition  orders)  to  be 
demolished  in  the  five  years  as  a  result  of  action 
under  section  1 1  of  the  Housing  Act,  1 936  ...  23 


7.  Housing  Repairs  8C  Rents  Act,  1954,  Section  26  : 

Under  this  section  the  tenant  of  a  dwellinghouse,  after  he  has 
received  notice  of  rent  increase  from  the  owner,  may  apply  to  the 
local  authority  for  a  certificate  that  either  or  both  of  the  conditions 
justifying  an  increase  of  rent  are  not  fulfilled.  The  two  conditions 
are  that  the  dwellinghouse  must  be  in  good  repair  and  be  reasonably 
suitable  for  occupation,  regard  being  taken  of  standards  of  fitness 
laid  down  in  section  9  of  the  Act.  If  the  local  authority  is  satisfied 
that  the  dwellinghouse  fails  to  fulhll  either  or  both  of  these  condi¬ 
tions  then  they  must  certify  accordingly. 

During  the  year  one  application  was  received  for  a  certificate 
of  disrepair.  The  certificate  was  granted  by  the  Council,  but  was 
subsequently  revoked. 


8.  Improvement  Grants  : 

Seven  applications  for  improvement  grants  were  received  dur¬ 
ing  the  year.  In  every  case  a  grant  was  subsequently  made  by  the 
Council. 


9.  New  Houses  : 

(a)  Local  Authority  : 

Work  commenced  during  the  year  on  the  second  extension  of 
Grenfell  Avenue  where  a  further  block  of  fiats  (comprising  four  two- 
bedroom  and  four  one-bedroom  flats)  was  in  process  of  erection.  It 
is  hoped  that  these  fiats  will  be  ready  for  occupation  early  in  1956. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  all  dwellings  constructed  by 
the  Council. 
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Location 

Total  Numbe 

of  Dwellings 

Houses 

ess 

o  o  o 

o  o  o 

Ui  V.  Ui 

T3  73 

(U  (U  (U 

pa  CQ  pa 

1  Bedroom 

2  Bedrooms  ^ 

H 

OD 

3  Bedrooms 

Pre-Fabs. 

2  Bedrooms 

Year  of 
Completion 
(Post-War) 

Lander  Road  . . . 

...  38 

— 

38  — 

Newman  Road  ... 

...  36 

— 

36  — 

Moorland  View 

...  22 

— 

6  — 

— • 

16 

— 

— 

Glanville  Terrace 

14 

— 

6  — 

— 

8 

— 

— 

Moorlands  Lane 

...  10 

— 

10  — 

Warfelton  Crescent 

...  72 

— 

36  2 

— 

34 

— 

— 

Pre-War  Total  ... 

...  192 

132  2 

58 

_ 

■ 

Kimberley  Square 

...  27 

27 

1946/7 

Warfelton  Bungalows 

9 

9 

Moorland  Bungalows 

4 

— 

—  — 

— 

• — 

— 

4 

95 

Alamein  Road  ... 

...  93 

— 

81  — 

— 

12 

— 

— 

1946/8 

Montgomery  Close 

19 

— 

19  — 

99 

Tobruk  Road 

6 

— 

6  — 

— 

— 

— ^ 

— 

99 

Church  Road 

5 

— 

5  — 

99 

Ashtor  Wharf  .  . 

2 

— 

—  — 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1946 

Mulberry  Road 

...  32 

— 

24  — 

4 

4 

— 

— 

1949/50 

Plough  Green  . . . 

8 

8 

1951 

Liskeard  Road 

8 

8 

1951 

Warraton  Close 

17 

14 

1  2 

— - 

— 

— 

1951/2/3 

Warraton  Road 

16 

16 

1952 

Callington  Road 

7 

— 

1  2 

— 

4 

— 

1952/3 

Grenfell  Avenue 

...  26 

10 

-  - 

8 

8 

— 

— 

1952  &  ’54 

471 

56 

269  6 

12 

83 

5 

40 

(b)  Private  : 

Fourteen  new  dwellings  of  which  thirteen  are  situated  at  the 
Roods  Barn  Estate  were  completed  during  the  year. 
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Section  E. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

1.  Milk  Supply  : 

(a)  Source  of  Supply  : 

Milk  supplied  to  the  town  is  obtained  from  private  producers 
and  from  a  pasteurising  establishment.  The  supervision  of  the 
production  of  milk  continues  to  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food.  The  pasteurising  establishment  is 
inspected  and  controlled  by  officers  of  the  County  Council. 

(b)  The  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Specified  Areas)  No.  2  Order,  1955  : 

On  the  15th  November,  1955,  the  Minister  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food  and  the  Minister  of  Health  acting  jointly,  made 
the  above-mentioned  order.  The  order,  which  came  into  operation 
on  the  6th  December,  1955,  only  permits  the  sale  of  specially 
designated  milk,  i.e.  tuberculin-tested,  pasteurised  or  sterilised  milk, 
within  the  Borough. 

A  number  of  local  producer-retailers  who  had  previously  sold 
undesignated  milk  must  now  send  their  raw  milk  to  the  local 
pasteurising  establishment,  obtaining  bottled,  pasteurised  milk  in 
return.  The  change  over  was  effected  smoothly,  and  will,  it  is  hoped, 
ensure  that  the  public  receive  milk  which  is  both  clean  and  safe. 

(c)  Milk  Distributors  : 

Fourteen  persons  are  registered  as  distributors  of  milk. 

(d)  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk) 
Regulations,  1949  and  1950  : 

Sixteen  Dealer’s  licences  authorised  the  use  of  special  designa¬ 
tion  “  Pasteurised  ”  were  issued  during  the  year. 

One  Supplementary  licence  authorising  the  use  of  the  special 
designation  ‘‘  Pasteurised  ”  was  also  issued. 

(e)  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949-1950  : 

Fourteen  Dealer’s  licences  authorising  the  use  of  the  special 
designation  "  Tuberculin  Tested  ”  were  issued  during  the  year. 

2.  Meat  : 

(a)  Slaughter-Houses  : 

One  private  slaughter-house  is  licensed  in  the  Borough.  Two 
local  butchers  and  one  butcher  whose  retail  premises  are  situated  in 
the  St.  Germans  Rural  District  regularly  use  this  slaughter-house. 

(b)  Slaughter-Men  : 

There  are  six  persons  licensed  to  slaughter  animals. 
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(c)  Meat  Inspection  : 

All  animals  slaughtered  are  inspected  according  to  the  methods 
and  criteria  of  meat  inspection  recommended  by  the  Ministry  of 
Food  in  Memorandum  3/Meat.  The  following  table  gives  details  of 
inspections  made  during  the  year  ; — 


Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs  Horses 

Number  killed  (if  known)... 

183 

15 

7 

246 

33  — 

Number  inspected  ... 

183 

15 

7 

246 

33  — 

All  Diseases  Except 
Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticercosis  : 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

1 

1 

2 

1  — 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

27 

9 

1 

2  — 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber¬ 
culosis  and  cysticerci  ... 

15 

67 

— 

1 

9  — 

Tuberculosis  Only  : 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

4 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

2 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 

Cysticercosis  : 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by 
refrigeration 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 
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3.  Ice  Cream  i 

The  supervision  of  premises  where  ice  cream  is  manufactured  or 
sold  has  been  carefully  maintained  during  the  year.  Eleven  samples 
of  ice  cream  were  obtained  from  local  retailers  and  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination.  These  samples  were  graded  as  follows  : 

Provisional  Grade  1  ...  7 

Provisional  Grade  2  ...  2 

Provisional  Grade  3  ...  2 

4.  Other  Foods  : 

The  following  food  stuffs  were  inspected,  found  to  be  unfit  for 
human  consumption  and  were  surrendered  voluntarily  : — 


Weight 
lbs.  ozs. 

Canned  Vegetables  ...  ...  ...  14  8 

Canned  Fruit  ...  ...  ...  ...  47  7 

Canned  Meat  ...  ...  ...  ...  291  1 

Canned  Milk  and  Cream  ...  ...  2  6 

Canned  Fish  ...  ...  ...  ...  3  1 

Canned  Soup  ...  ...  ...  ...  1  0 

Preserves  ...  ...  ...  ...  28  0 

Bacon  and  Ham  ...  ...  ...  ...  9  5 


Total  weight  surrendered  ...  396  12 


5.  Food  Premises  ; 

(a)  The  Number  of  Food  Premises  in  the  Area,  by  type  of  business  : 


Grocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Bakers  and  Confectioners  ...  ...  5 

Butchers  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Cafes  and  Restaurants  ...  ...  ...  4 

Fish  Fryers  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Fishmongers  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Greengrocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Dairy  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Distributors  of  Milk  ...  ...  ...  14 

Licensed  Premises  ...  ...  ...  10 


(b)  The  Number  of  Food  Premises,  by  type,  registered  under  the 
Food  &  Drugs  Act,  1938,  Section  14  : 

(i)  Ice  Cream  : 

Grocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Bakers  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Cafes  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Mixed  Premises  ...  ...  ...  1 

17 
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(ii)  Other  : 

Butchers  (Sausage  Making)  ...  ...  7 

Fish  Fryers  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

10 

6.  Education  Activities  : 

No  new  educational  activities  were  undertaken  during  the  year. 

7.  Method  and  Disposal  of  Condemned  Food  : 

All  unfit  food  stuffs  are  disposed  of  by  burial  at  the  Salt  Mill 
controlled  Tip.  Meat  found  to  be  unfit  at  the  slaughter  house  is 
stained  with  liquid  acid  green  before  removal. 

8.  Food  Poisoning  Outbreaks  : 

Only  one  very  small  outbreak  involving  two  cases  occurred 
during  the  year.  The  precise  cause  of  this  outbreak  was  not 
discovered. 
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Section  F. 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES 

1.  Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  : 

The  incidence  of  these  diseases  was  relatively  light  during  1955. 
The  total  number  notihed  was  106  as  against  151  cases  in  1954,  The 
most  prevalent  disease  was  measles  of  which  there  were  35  cases  — 
a  relatively  small  total  —  but  pneumonia  with  31  cases  showed  the 
highest  incidence  so  far  recorded.  Of  these  31  cases  of  pneumonia, 
two  in  elderly  persons  over  the  age  of  70  years  had  a  fatal  outcome. 
Otherwise  there  were  no  deaths  from  notihable  disease. 

The  following  are  details  of  numbers  and  case  rates  of  infectious 
disease  notified  during  1955  : — 


Actual 

Case  rate  per  1,000  of  population 

Disease 

Cases 

Saltash  M.B 

Health  Area  No.  7 

Measles 

35 

4.69 

8.29 

Pneumonia 

31 

4.16 

1.88 

Whooping  cough  ... 

18 

2.41 

2.17 

Erysipelas  ... 

11 

1.47 

0.33 

Scarlet  fever 

5 

0.67 

0.45 

Food  poisoning 

7 

0.27 

0.15 

Meningitis  ... 

T 

0.13 

0.02 

Encephalitis 

1 

0.13 

0.02 

Paralytic  poliomyelitis 

1 

0.13 

0.14 

Case  rate  per  1,000  total  births 

Puerperal  pyrexia  ... 

1 

9.09 

4.62 

2.  Tuberculosis  : 

There  was  a  small 

increase  in 

the  incidence  of  tuberculosis  in 

the  Borough  during  the  year,  when  five  cases  of  respiratory  tuber- 

culosis  were  notified  as 

against  three  cases  in 

the  previous  year. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  tuberculosis. 

The  following  are 

details  of 

new  cases 

and  case  rates  of 

tuberculosis  in  the  year 

1955 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age  Group 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

0—1 

1—5 

5—15 

— 

— 

No  deaths 

15—45 

7 

2 

registered 

45—65 

65  and  over  ... 

1 

— 

Totals 

3 

7 

—  — 
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Rates  per  1,000  of  population 
Saltash  M.B.  Health  Area  No.  7 

New  cases  ... 

0.67 

0.64 

All  known  cases 

6.84 

6.82 

Deaths 

— 

0.08 

At  the  end  of  1955  there  were  46  known  respiratory  cases  and 
hve  known  non-respiratory  cases  resident  in  the  Borough. 
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APPENDIX  1. 


Principal  Causes  of  Death  —  AH  Ages  —  1955. 


Disease 

St. 

Germans 

R.D. 

Liskeard 

R.D. 

Saltash 

M.B. 

Torpoint  Liskeard 
U.D.  M.B. 

Looe 

U.D. 

Health 
Area 
No.  7 

Heart  Disease 

...  72 

61 

32 

16 

63 

32 

276 

Cancer  (all  sites) 
Vascular  lesions  of 
nervous  system 

...  28 
the 

30 

20 

13 

18 

4 

113 

(“stroke”) 

...  32 

12 

15 

5 

17 

5 

86 

Respiratory  disease 

...  23 

14 

8 

2 

2 

4 

53 

Circulatory  disease 

...  11 

7 

4 

4 

2 

3 

31 

Accidents 

...  5 

6 

3- 

1 

3 

1 

19 

Genito-urinary  disease 

...  4 

5 

4 

1 

2 

1 

17 

Digestive  disease 

...  2 

3 

2 

2 

1 

1 

11 

APPENDIX  2. 

Types  of  Heart  Disease  and  Cancer  Causing  Death 

—  1955 

• 

St. 

Type  of  Disease  Germans 

R.D. 

Liskeard 

R.D. 

Saltash 

M.B. 

Torpoint  Liskeard 
U.D.  M.B. 

Looe 

U.D. 

Health 
Area 
No.  7 

Coronary  disease — angina 

25 

17 

10 

3 

4 

10 

69 

Hypertension  with  heart 
disease  ... 

8 

6 

3 

2 

1 

2 

22 

Other  heart  disease 

39 

38 

19 

11 

58 

20 

185 

Cancer  of  stomach 

8 

6 

4 

4 

2 

— 

24 

Cancer  of  lung  and 
bronchus 

3 

3 

4 

1 

2 

1 

14 

Cancer  of  breast 

3 

5 

— 

2 

Jm, 

— 

12 

Cancer  of  uterus 

1 

2 

— 

1 

2 

— 

6 

Other  cancers 

13 

14 

12 

5 

10 

3 

57 

APPENDIX  3. 

Deaths  by  Age  Groups  —  1955. 

0-5 

5-15 

15-45 

45-65 

65-75 

75  years 

District 

Years 

Years 

Years 

Years 

Years 

and  over 

All  Ages 

St.  Germans  R.D. 

...  5 

1 

7 

35 

57 

108 

213 

Liskeard  R.D. 

...  8 

1 

‘5 

28 

39 

75 

156 

Saltash  M.B.  . . . 

...  2 

— 

6 

16 

23 

50 

97 

Torpoint  U.D. 

2 

— 

3 

10 

11 

22 

48 

Liskeard  M.B. 

...  1 

— 

2 

12 

29 

68 

112 

Looe  U.D. 

— 

— 

— 

11 

9 

34 

54 

Health  Area  No.  7 

...  18 

2 

23 

112 

168 

357 

680 
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APPENDIX  4. 

Average  Age  at  Death  —  1955. 


District 

Males 

Females 

St.  Germans  R.D. 

68 

74 

Liskeard  R.D. 

64 

72 

Saltash  M.B. 

70 

72 

Torpoint  U.D. 

61 

73 

Liskeard  M.B. 

73 

77 

Looe  U.D. 

74 

75 

Health  Area  No.  7 

68 

74 

APPENDIX  5. 

TUBERCULOSIS 

New  Cases  and  Deaths  in  Health  Area  No.  7  — 1955. 


Age  Group 

New  Cases 

M.  F. 

Deaths 

M. 

F. 

0 — 1  year 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1—5  years 

1 

— 

— 

— 

5 — 15  years 

1 

— 

— 

- - 

15 — 45  years 

8 

9 

1 

1 

45 — 65  years 

7 

5 

1 

1 

65  years  and  over 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Totals 

18 

15 

2 

2 

Males 

Females 

Total 

New  case  rate  per 

1,000  of  population  ... 

0.35 

0.29 

0.64 

Mortality  rate  per 

1,000  of  population  ... 

0.04 

0.04 

0.08 

Case  Rates  and  Mortality  Rates  per  1,000  of  Population 
in  the  Six  County  Districts  in  Health  Area  No.  7  — 1955. 


District 

New  cases 

All  known  cases 
as  at  31.12.55 

Deaths 

St.  Germans  R.D.  ... 

0.69 

6.75 

0.06 

Liskeard  R.D. 

0.36 

5.70 

0.14 

Saltash  M.B. 

0.67 

6.84 

— 

Torpoint  U.D. 

1.45 

8.21 

0.16 

Liskeard  M.B. 

0.23 

8.97 

— 

Looe  U.D. 

0.54 

6.47 

— 

Health  Area  No.  7  ... 

0.64 

6.82 

0.08 
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